
An international winemaker, 

businessman, consultant and critic, 

John Belsham has 35 years of wine 

industry experience that has shaped 

and guided some of the most 

successful wine companies today.  

 

As a student, Belsham learned to 

make wine in Bordeaux, France 

where he lived from 1977 to 1981.  He 

is fluent in French. 

 

A natural entrepreneur, he founded 

Rapaura Vintners in 1991, the first 
contract winemaking company in 

New Zealand; a business whose 

tipping point took NZ winemaking 

from a select few and made it a 

commercial and viable option for 

many.  

 

Adding to his businesses, Belsham 

founded Marlborough Oak Imports in 

1990 and founded Foxes Island 

Wines in 1992 to focus on premium, 
single vineyard wines. 

 

In 1994, Belsham founded Wine 

Focus, a wine consulting practice 
focused in areas of business strategy, 

company organisation, technical 

expertise, winery design and 

executive recruitment.   He has held 

a number of board positions and 

advisory roles. 

 

An internationally respected wine 

judge and critic, he is the Wine 

Panel Chair for Australasia’s 

leading food & wine magazine, 

Cuisine and has held the role of 

Wine Consultant to Air New 
Zealand since July 2000. 

 

A founding member of the New 

Zealand Screw Cap Initiative, 
Belsham continues as chair of the 

NZSCI.  He was a board member 

of the international conference 

Pinot Noir NZ in 2007 & 2010 and a 
distinguished speaker in 2004. 

 

Belsham will be a featured 

speaker at the 2012 International 

Pinot Noir Symposium in Germany. 
 
Contact: 
m.  +64 21 471 661 

e.  john@winefocus.co.nz 

a.  7/1A Picton St ▪ Auckland 1011 ▪  NZ 

J o h n  B e l s h a m  

1977-1981   Chateau Saint Saturnin 
Medoc, Bordeaux, France 

 

1982-1983    Nobi lo Vintners ▪  Ass is tant Winemaker  

Auckland, New Zealand  

 

1983-1986   Matua Val ley ▪  Chief  Winemaker 

 Auckland, New Zealand 

 

1987-1990    Hunter’s  Wines ▪  Chief  Winemaker  

Marlborough, New Zealand 

 

1990-today  Marlborough Oak Imports  L td.  

 Founder,  Di rector & Owner  
 

 Exc lus ive NZ import agent for  

 Dargaud & Jaegle, Val laur ine and Marc 

 Grenier  French oak barre ls .  

 

1991-2000 Rapaura Vintners L td.  
 Founder,  Di rector & Partner   

 Mar lborough, New Zealand 
 

 Founded the f i r s t  contract winemaking 

 company in NZ.   
 

 In i t ia l  cl ient l is t  included:  Delegats ,  Vi l la 

 Mar ia, Matua Val ley, Nobi lo, Babich, For rest 

 Estate, St .  Clai r  & Al lan Scott .  
 

 D ivested of  partnersh ip in 2000. 

 

1992-today  Foxes Is land Wines Ltd.   

 Founder,  Di rector & Owner 
 

 Producer of  premium, s ingle vineyard wines 

 in  Mar lborough, New Zealand.  

 www.foxes- i s land.co.nz  

 

1994-today  Wine Focus Ltd.  

 Founder,  Di rector & Owner  
 

 Provides technical  winemaking 

 expert i se, bus iness st rategy, company

 organisat ion, winery des ign and 

 executive recru i tment wi th global  

 reach and scope.  Also serves as a board 

 member and advi sor .  
 

 Part ia l  cl ient l is t  (current & past) include:  

 I ndevin, Craggy Range, Akarua, 

 Whi tehaven, Miss ion Hi l l (Canada), 

 Chateau la Coste (France) , E lephant Hi l l ,  

 Clos Henr i ,  Wai rau R iver ,  Ai r  New Zealand, 

 Cui s ine Magazine  

T h e  B e l s h a m  B u s i n e s s  G r o u p  


